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A NOTABLE POST-WAR ACQUISITION AT THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WALES: RENOIR'S MAGNIFICE! 
*LA PARISIENNE.” 


NUMBER of generous bequests and gifts, notably those of Miss Gwendoline £. Davies, C.H., have done much to place the 
collection of the National Museum of Wales among the most important in these islands. Some pictures from the Museum 
were shown in a loan exhibition at Messrs. Agnew’s in January of this year. This exhibition was held in aid of the Friends of 
the National Museum of Wales, and it gave those who have not seen the collection at Cardiff the opportunity to see some 
of its greatest treasures. Outstanding among these is Renoir's most lovely full-length painting of ‘La Parisienne,’’ which ranks 
among the greatest masterpieces by this famous artist. It was one of the seven works exhibited by Renoir in the “’ First 
Impressionist Exhibition ’’ at Paris in 1874. ‘‘La Parisienne’’ is one of the paintings-which were left to the National Museum 
of Wales by Miss Gwendoline Davies in 1952. (Canvas ; 63 by 414 ins.) 
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‘““DOLBADARN CASTLE,’’ BY RICHARD WILSON, R.A. (1714(?)-1782). (Canvas; 36} by 493 ins. 


CHEPSTOW CASTLE,’' BY JOHN INIGO RICHARDS, R.A Died, 1810 





Canvas; 31 by 43 i 


CASTLES FAMOUS IN WELSH HISTORY: TWO PAINTINGS FROM THE COLLECTION OF THE NATIONAL 
MUSEUM OF WALES AT CARDIFF. 


The National Museum of Wales was founded in 1907. During the 
early years of its existence the museum's policy in adding to the 
very varied collection which it had taken over from the former 
Cardiff Museum was strictly nationalist. Only pictures which were 
either by Welsh artists or of Welsh subjects were purchased. 
The two works reproduced on this page are examples of this policy 
Richard Wilson ranks among the greatest of the artists born in 
Wales and the Museum owns a number of his masterpieces 
** Dolbadarn Castle,"’ which is also known as ‘* Llanberis Lake,’’ was 


purchased in 1937. There are several versions of this subject and 
this painting is topographically inaccurate in several details. John 
Inigo Richards was obviously very strongly influenced by Wilson 
His ‘‘ Chepstow Castle "’ was purchased in 1945, and was one of 
two works by this artist shown in the recent London exhibition 
of pictures from the National Museum of Wales. Both Wilson 
and Richards were among those elected as founder members of 
the Royal Academy in 1768, and twenty years later Richards was 
appointed Secretary of the Academy. 
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‘““CREPUSCULE,’’ BY CLAUDE MONET (1840-1926), ONE OF TWO MAGNIFICENT PAINTINGS OF VENICE WHICH ARE AMONG THE SIX WORKS 
BY MONET LEFT TO THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WALES BY MISS GWENDOLINE DAVIES. (Canvas; 22 by 31 ins.) 


‘“NATURE MORTE A LA THEIERE,'’ BY PAUL CEZANNE (1839-1906 Canvas; 23 by 284 ins.) 


TWO OUTSTANDING WORKS FROM THE GWENDOLINE E. DAVIES BEQUEST: A MONET 
AND A CEZANNE AT THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF WALES. 


It is not an exaggerated claim that the Gwendoline E. Davies Bequest of 1952 transformed the National Museum of 
Wales at Cardiff from an average local gallery into one which ranks high among the public galleries in Great Britain 
Miss Davies, who lived in Montgomeryshire, formed her collection over a period of about fifteen years. It includes a 
mixed group of old-master paintings, and a fine selection of important works of the British School with no fewer than 
fourteen Turners, but the chief glories of the bequest are the French nineteenth-century paintings, which range 
from Corot, Millet and Daumier to Cézanne, Renoir and Monet. These great French paintings were mostly bought by 
Miss Davies before these artists had become so fashionable, and so expensive. The Monet, which was painted in 1908, 
and the Cézanne reproduced on this page are but two of a large number of really great works by the outstanding 
French Impressionists and their successors in France, which may now be seen at the National Museum of Wales. 
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“LA PETITE GARDEUSE DOTES,”’ BY JEAN-FRANCOIS MILLET : ANOTHER PAINTING FROM THE NATION 
MUSEUM OF WALES RECENTLY SHOWN IN LONDON. 


EAN-FRANGOIS MILLET (1814-1875) was the son of Norman peasants, and was brought up on a small farm Though he studied in Paris and lived 

there at various periods in his life, he remained devoted to the peasant life of his early days. In 1849 he settled in the village of Barbizon, in the 
beautiful Fontainebleau country, and he remained there till his death in 1875. The majority of Millet’s paintings and drawings were based on 
peasant life, and he is perhaps best known for his wonderful renderings of the various ordinary tasks which made up the life of the peasant 
farmer ‘*La Petite Gardeuse d'Oies*’ was painted in 1867, very probably in the village of Barbizon, and it is signed F. Millet ’’ in the 
bottom right-hand corner. This small painting is typical of Millet’s simple, but effective, treatment of a subject which must have been 
ibsolutely familiar to him. While the other members of the Barbizon School painted mainly landscapes, Millet continued to find inspiration 
in the peasants who lived around him, and of whom he was himself one. This painting was also bequeathed to the National Museum of 
Wales by Miss Gwendoline Davies in 1952 Another artist of the Barbizon School well represented in the bequest is Corot, by whom there 

are three paintings, all of which were included in the recent London exhibition. (Canvas; 12 by 9 ins.) 





